
   
 

Sailing Report 2024 

2024 saw the club play host to two of Scotland’s premier singlehanded dinghies, 

the Musto Skiffs and the Solo class, both as part of their traveller series, with the 

Solo Class visiting the club for the first time in early May. Fortunately, the 

weather played its part with wall-to-wall sunshine and the sea breeze kicking in 

exactly on time giving the 10 visitors and 5 club boats perfect conditions for 

close racing.   

The Musto skiffs returned in August for two days of racing, 4 visitors joined 4 

club boats. Day one was a rather windy affair with only 3 boats completing both 

races and Sunday dawned with the forecast light winds, and we just about 

managed to run three races. 

Many thanks to Laurie Watkins and his crew who kindly offered use of their Yacht 

‘Havana Breeze’ as Committee Boat for both of these events meaning the club 

had a professional look for the race team on the water. 

Write ups on Yachts and Yachting by visiting competitors for both Must and 

Solos. 

Musto Skiff Traveller at Chanonry Sailing Club 

HD Sails Scottish Solo Travellers at Chanonry Sailing Club 

Chanonry SC really does have a good reputation for being a very friendly 

welcoming club and work is going on to encourage other classes to hold events 

here on our fantastic waters. 

We were also represented on the World and National stage.  Three members 

competed at the Musto Skiff Worlds held in Weymouth.  In a 73-boat fleet, Ollie 

Bull finished a creditable 32nd also gaining Third in the youth class, Ben Yeats 

60th and Johnathon Bailey 66th.  Charlie Brecknell finished 20th in a fleet of 98 

boats at the Solo Nationals at Brightlingsea along with several top three places 

at the Scottish traveller series events. 

The club continues to run its Sunday afternoon and Wednesday evening racing 

series with a slow but steady increase in new faces joining the regular racers on 

Sundays. All four Sunday series have been completed with only a few days lost 

to weather. Unfortunately, Wednesday evenings have seen the weather play 

more of a role with either too much or too little wind possibly putting off a few 

from going afloat meaning only seven races were completed out of a possible 20 

evenings. 

Race Coaching was run by both Ollie Bull and Charlie Brecknell, and both 

sessions saw different participant, it was also encouraging to see new faces on 

the water for Sunday racing. We plan to run more sessions next year. 

A change to the format of our Dinghy Regatta where we held the normal fast 

and slow handicap but added a Novice/Improver class open to those who had 

not won a club race before.  Again, the weather played its part with little to no 

wind both days. Congratulations to those who persevered to sail both days.   

https://www.yachtsandyachting.com/news/278241/Musto-Skiff-Traveller-at-Chanonry
https://www.yachtsandyachting.com/news/274787/Solos-at-Chanonry
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A huge thanks must go to those who have provided Baking for our open events 

and helped onshore, meaning much needed sustenance was ready when sailors 

came off the water.   

Cruiser Racing  

Clubs based in the Inner and Outer Moray Firths are co-operating through an 

informal grouping called the Moray Yacht Axis (MYA) to promote yacht racing. 

This year we hosted one event, the Black Isle Challenge Cup. John Prentice, 

Invergordon BC, won the Class 1 race and Class 2 saw only 1 finisher, Euan 

MacKay from Cromarty BC. In the overall MYA season series Ian Cameron in 

Ruach achieved a third in Class 2. 

The MYA racing programme for 2025 has now been agreed by the participating 

local clubs and will be published shortly. 

The following provisional dates are suggested regarding the launching/retrieval 

of the club cruisers next year: 

Crane-in: Monday, 31st March 2025 

Crane-out: Wednesday, 8th October 2025 

Racing Results and Club Awards 

The Series, Open Event and Championship results are on the website at 

www.chanonry.org.uk/2024.html. The page also includes discretionary awards 

for Sailing and Rowing.  

Recreational Sailing 

The usual programme of Friday Evenings was generally well attended.  

Grenville’s Memorial Sail and row was earlier in the calendar than usual on 

Saturday 15th June and there were 46 paid up participants so numbers were 

healthy for this ever-popular event. The weather gave us near perfect conditions 

and the passage to Rosemarkie beach went perfectly. It was particularly pleasing 

to see younger sailors enjoying the trip. 

Many thanks to the Rosemarkie Beach Cafe, Helen Robinson and the weather 

gods for a near perfect day. 

Eight Bells: Sadly, we lost former member Robert Mcindoe, a very competitive 

sailor in his day.  Also, Gibb Weir who sailed his Laser, mostly recreationally, into 

his 70’s.  

Next Season 

The Calendar for next year is almost complete with the Wednesday and Sunday 

series in place along with a Saturday one-day only Dinghy Regatta hopefully 

giving those from local clubs the incentive to travel to compete without the need 

for finding overnight accommodation.  

We are going to reintroduce the rostering of duties again to remove the 

administrative burden on the sailing subcommittee experienced last year. The 

calendar will be published on the website early in 2025. Duties will be allocated 

based on your volunteering preferences as recorded in the membership records. 

As last year, Safety Officer duties will be assigned only to those qualified to at 

least RYA Power Boat Level 2.  

https://www.chanonry.org.uk/2024.html
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Thanks 

Thanks are due to all those who have volunteered to help on the water with the 

various duties and events and especially Safety Boat cover to allow the year’s 

sailing programme to go ahead.  

Looking forward to next year the Sailing Sub Committee is seeking to recruit to 

its membership to spread the effort required to keep the season running. If you 

would like to find out more about what is involved, please feel free to chat with 

one (or all!) of us.  

 

Sailing Sub Committee 

Charlie Brecknell 

Mike Wilson 

Calum Pearson (Recreational Sailing) 

Diarmid Hogan (Cruisers) 

Richard Evans (support) 


